
Marriage to the Praise of God’s Glory 
Ephesians 5:21-33 

Pastor Derick Zeulner 
South Shores Church 

January 15, 2012 
 
 

Christian marriage is at its best (most freeing, most satisfying and 
reflective of Christ and the church) when it is founded in the divine 

ordering of creation and God's specific calling to each spouse. 
 

1. Foundation for Our Study 
a. The surrounding cultures had a low view towards women and 

marriage 
b. Paul has already laid the foundation of equality between men and 

women 
i. Ephesians 1-3 : calling and blessings of faith are not 

distinguished between men and women (Implicit equality) 
ii. Galatians 3:26-29 (explicit equality) 

c. Paul has already laid the foundation of proper Christian behavior 
among believers AND this also applies to husbands and wives 

i. Humility, gentleness, patience, bearing with one another in 
love, peace keeping, truth in love, supporting, building each 
other up in love, kindness, compassion, forgiving each other, 
imitating God, living a life of love (Eph 4:2,15,32; 5:1-2) 

ii. Humility and unselfishness toward all (Phil 2:2-5) 
 

2. Understanding of 5:21 
a. Not a verse about equality (equality already established) 
b. Not a verse about treating each other nicely (mutual behavior 

toward each other already established and with greater oomph) 
c. Is a verse establishing that an outpouring of Spiritual maturity is the 

recognition of order and thereby voluntarily placing yourself under 
the appropriate authorities because you love Jesus. 
 

3. Wives (5:22-24) 
a. Women are called to submit to their husbands, ie voluntarily 

supporting the husband as the one placed in authority. 
b. Limited to husbands and wives (not every woman to every man). 
c. Submission does not mean inferiority (ex. of Jesus submitting to 

God the Father). 
d. Motivation: “as to the Lord” – it is a calling 
e. Husband is the head of the wife (not talking about if he is good or 

bad at it yet) 
f. How is Christ head of the church? 

i. Eph 1:22 – idea of authority and responsibility 
ii. Eph 4:15 – idea of overseeing and caring for 



g. What submission is not: 
i. Submission does not mean agreeing with everything your 

husband says. His word is not absolute, only Christ’s word is 
absolute. BUT it does mean listening and providing your 
input and wisdom in a respectful way. 

ii. Submission does not mean leaving your brain or your will at 
the wedding altar. God wants your submission to be free, 
willing, glad, refining and strengthening; your brain and will 
are very necessary. 

iii. Submission does not mean avoiding effort to change your 
husband. BUT it does mean you don’t berate him or 
dominate him into changing, but rather invite him and 
encourage him toward greatness. 

iv. Submission does not mean putting the will of the husband 
before the will of Christ. AND it certainly does not mean 
following him into sin. 

v. Submission does not mean acting out of slavish fear toward 
the husband. NOR to put up with any sort of abuse. 

vi. Submission is not a right of the husband, but a responsibility 
and calling of the wife. 

h. What submission is: 
i. “Submission is the divine calling of a wife to honor and 

affirm her husband’s leadership and help carry it 
through according to her gifts.” (Sexual Complimentarity, 
John Piper) 

ii. “[It’s] an inclination of the will to say ‘yes’ to the husband’s 
leadership and a disposition of the spirit to support his 
initiatives.” 

i. Objections: 
i. “Husband is not a believer” 

1. 1 Peter 3:1-2 
2. Still a calling, and a way to win your husband to 

Christ. 
ii. “Husband is a Christian, but is weak, imperfect and 

controlling” 
1. Not your responsibility to cause your man to lead 
2. Like an unbelieving husband, may be won to true 

leadership through submission, tenderness and 
encouragement 

3. If he doesn’t; you are still being obedient to God’s 
calling and you’re honored in God’s eyes (1 Pet 3:6) 
 

4. Husbands (5:25-30) 
a. Husbands are not told to rule over their wives or get them to submit 
b. Husbands are commanded to love (like Christ loves the church) 



c. Paul’s call to husbands is one of sacrifice (daily in small and big 
ways) 

d. The purpose of the sacrifice is to have her holiness, growth and her 
relationship with Christ in mind 

e. Husbands are commanded to love (like their own body) 
f. Paul’s call to husbands is one of nourishing, protecting, and 

generous care 
g. What headship is not: 

i. Headship is not something to be made known. It is a calling 
to sacrificially serve. 

ii. Headship, characterized by loving service, does not mean 
always giving in to what your wife wishes. Just as she is not 
to follow him into sin, he must not serve her by participating 
with her in wrong. 

iii. Headship is not optional for Christian husbands. They 
cannot rightly opt out of family leadership or become passive 
nonparticipants in decisions and activities. 

h. What headship is: 
i. “Headship is the divine calling of a husband to take 

primary responsibility for Christ-like servant leadership, 
protection, and provision in the home.” (Sexual 
Complimentarity, John Piper) 

ii. Leadership – servant leadership like Christ 
iii. Protection – physically and spiritually 
iv. Provision – physically and spiritually 

i. Complaints: 
i. “It’s too hard” 

1. Be a man. 
2. If you’re a husband, you already have accepted the 

responsibility. 
3. If you are not a husband yet, and cannot – DO NOT 

GET MARRIED. 
ii. “My wife is trying to lead. How do I get her to submit?” 

1. Wrong idea. Emphasis is not on exercising your 
authority, but in greater responsibility for the good of 
yoru wife and family. 

2. Focus on unselfish loving service, focused on her 
physical and spiritual needs. That’s it. 

3. If you lead like Christ leads, then she will see the 
freedom and satisfaction in submission. 
 

5. Call to Action 
a. Husbands 

i. Repent to Jesus; seek humility 
ii. Ask wife for forgiveness 
iii. Ask wife, how can I love you better? (turn into daily question) 



b. Wives 
i. Repent to Jesus; seek humility 
ii. Ask husband for forgiveness 
iii. Introduce more words of encouragement 

c. Both – Seek friendship 
d. Young Men 

i. Take on appropriate responsibilities now 
ii. Serve people around you 
iii. Develop Christian behavior 

e. Young Women 
i. Know your worth 
ii. Keep developing your-self into a strong, smart, wise woman 
iii. Do not submit yourself to a man in marriage, unless he will 

be a loving and responsible husband 
 

6. Because Marriage Can Be Amazing (Eph 5:31-33) 
a. Marriage at its best should drive us to worship 

 


